[Acute mitral incompetence of ischemic origin (author's transl)].
Clinical findings and results of treatment in 17 patients with acute mitral incompetence are described. The lesions were secondary to a recent myocardial necrosis causing severe cardiac failure (shock, or acute left ventricular failure), and the presence of mitral incompetence was confirmed by right catherization (15 cases) and/or left ventricular angiography (13 cases). The anatomical lesions are described in 14 cases: rupture of the posterior mitral papillary muscle in 7 cases, and acute dysfunction of the muscle in 7 other cases. Eight patients were treated by an intra-aortic balloon to assist circulation, and 14 were given vasodilators (phentolamine, trinitrin) associated in 5 cases with positive inotropic drugs. Surgical treatment was given (mitral valve replacement) in 7 cases. The respective effects of vasodilators and circulatory assistance are discussed, as well as the indications for, and results of urgent surgical treatment (6 successes in 7 operations).